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Summer is Here

Spring has sprung and the flowers are blooming.  The trees are full of leaves and hot weather is right around the corner.  As we transition into summer there are a few things to keep in mind around your house.  Be sure to turn off all hoses after each use.  Even a small drip or leak can add up to a costly water bill.  We do not specifically ban children’s wading pools because we know how much fun they are for kids.  Please use them for the day and take them down.  After only a short time the grass beneath a pool will be killed.  Larger pools require written permission and must comply with Village ordinances.

Cool Down

New Baden and Mascoutah both offer community pools.  Mascoutah’s pool was expanded a few years ago and is one of the best equipped municipal pools in the area.  Likewise New Baden’s pool has just under went nearly million dollars worth of updates.  Both pools are available from Memorial day until mid-August.  Mascoutah opens at 11:00 A.M. and New Baden opens at noon.  Family passes in New Baden are $120 and in Mascoutah family passes start at $150.  Both municipal websites have all the information needed to use these pools to break the summer heat.

Air Conditioning Tips

· The outside part of the air conditioning system contains two very important part if the system.  The heart of the system called the compressor it is the pump.  And the condenser is kind of like the lungs.  The condenser needs to be clean and free of obstructions to breath.  Please keep tall grass, leaves and toys away from these outside units.  If it can not breathe it will cause the system run more often, costing you money.  Don’t be afraid to take a garden hose and spray around the outside if the unit, to remove grass clipping that may get lodged against the condenser. 

· Try setting your thermostat between 72°F and 78°F. Each degree setting below 78°F will increase your energy consumption by approximately 8%. As you can see, that can add up to a lot of money over a year. 

· Use bath and kitchen fans sparsely when you are running the air conditioning system.  They pull in warm, humid outside air. Over most of the cooling season, keep the house closed during the day. Don’t let in unwanted heat and humidity. 

· Reduce the cooling load by using cost-effective conservation measures. For example, effectively shade south and west windows. When possible, delay heat-generating activities, such as dishwashing or baking, until the evening on hot days. 

· Check your unit’s air filter once a month and clean or replace filters as necessary. Keeping the filter clean can lower your air conditioner’s energy consumption by 5% to 15%.

Summer Festivals

It’s time to get out and meet people.  In New Baden that means, it’s time for the June Jamboree.  This festival is the time New Baden opens its doors to visitors form the entire region.  This year June 17th and 18th will be the weekend to whoop it up in the second largest community in Clinton County.  The June Jamboree has been held in one form or another for over a hundred years, and is rich with pride and tradition.  In addition to carnival rides and games, there will be the usual food, drinks and all around enjoyment.  This year the event is kicked off with an All Terrain Vehicle and Garden Tractor sled pulling competition starting at 7:00 on Friday. Saturday continues the fun with a huge parade at 5:00, “right down Main Street”, and a region wide must see event in a 4x4 Truck Pull.  Carnival ride tickets can be purchased in advance at a discount at Kokomo Joe’s and Berkmann’s Baker’s Dozen.  Certainly not to be outdone, Mascoutah throws a huge festival in August fittingly billed as the Augustfest where old friends meet.  Going on 84 years in the making the Augustfest is a site to behold in Mascoutah’s Scheve Park on the first weekend in August.  The event is based in our rich farming heritage including antique tractor displays, plowing, pulling and threshing.  Although final details are not yet available, it is sure to entertain one and all.  Again both city web sites offer all the latest details on both events.

Youth Sports Continue
New Baden fall soccer registration can be completed online with payments made through the village hall or at the Civic Center on June 8th.  Registration will be open until July 30th but all those wanting to play are encouraged to sign up early.

What’s Your Problem?
If you have a maintenance issue or need, please drop us an e-mail.  That e-mail can also be followed up with a call.  But for scheduling purposes it is far better to request a repair by e-mail.  That allows us to write your need directly on our calendar so it won’t get forgotten.

Friends and Family
Summer time is the busiest time of the year for family’s moving in and out or our properties especially for our military families.  We are already aware of several upcoming vacancies.  It would seem that we will have everything from a small 2 bedroom home to an expansive 5 bedroom home open for grabs this summer.  We offer a $100 cash reward for anyone referring one of our properties to a qualified new tenant.  Imagine $100 in your pocket just for spreading the word.  Of course another advantage is you get to pick your neighbors.  As always we offer special incentives for all active duty military personal.  The best way to track what we have available is by visiting our web site www.SAFBrentals.com.  So spread the word and earn cash.
